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(00:01) 

CD: George thank you so much for taking the time out of your day to 
come and talk to us, we really appreciate it. 


GK: It’s my pleasure. 


CD: If we could just start, we’re doing transcriptions of all this, so 
someone’s going to type everything out, so if you could just say your 
name and spell it, so you don’t go in the history books with a 
misspelled name, that’d be great. 


GK: My name is George Keene, G-E-O-R-G-E K-E-E-N-E 


CD: Now if we could just start, if you could just introduce yourself and 
tell us where you’re from. 


GK: I was born and raised in the Highland Park area of Los Angeles. 
And I graduated from Franklin High School February 1941, and 
enlisted in the Navy March 14, 1941. I was sent to San Diego, 
company 41-36 in fact. I was there for six weeks, and then I signed to 
the USS Idaho, which was in Pearl Harbor. When I finally got to Pearl 
Harbor, the Idaho had left for (Bremerton?), Washington, so I never 
even saw it. And I was assigned to the USS Hopkins, which was an old 
four-stack destroyer, built in 1921, converted to a high-speed mine 
sweeper. It was DMS 13, and when I saw that big 13 painted on the 
bow the first time I saw the ship I was a little apprehensive. However 
the ship went completely through the war in the Pacific and only lost o 
n, so number 13 is a pretty lucky number. 


03:16 
CD: How old were you, and when did you sign up? Can you tell us the 
story of how you signed up? 


GK: Well I was 17 at the time, in March, and my birthday wasn’t till 
April. So I was supposed to get out on a three year cruise - they called 
it a kiddy cruise. Well that was up in 1944, and naturally I couldn’t get 
out. So I stayed until I was payed off in 1945. 


CD: So when you heard that your boat was going to...that you were 
getting sent to Pearl Harbor, in Hawaii, what’d you think about that? 


GK: Well my dad was a chief steward for the Mattson lines, and he’d 
been to Hawaii, he ran to Hawaii, round trips there, and he was quite 
well acquainted with the islands, and naturally we all got a little bit of 
input...as to the islands, so it was no surprise when I got over there. 
Had a pretty good idea of what it was like. 

(04:37) 

CD: So could you just paint us a picture of what it was like? 


GK: Well it was nothing like it is today. It was...Waikiki was way out 
by itself. The city of Honolulu was rather small compared to what it is 
now. And there wasn’t much between Honolulu and Pearl Harbor. Of 
course it was quite rural then. And when I went over there in 1970 
with my family I told them I knew all about the place, and I knew 
where everything was. Well it had changed quite a bit, and I was a 
little bit lost. 


CD: So how was...what was the pace of life like there, like in 
comparison to (crew adjust for eye-line) What was the pace of like 
on the islands like when you got there in 1941? 

(06:04) 

GK: Well I guess you could say it was rather slow. There were so many 
service men there that it rather overwhelmed the place. And there 
really wasn’t too much to do. There were great beaches. There were 
movies, some moving picture houses down town. But that’s not all 
that was down town, but you’d better give me some more questions. 
(06:57) 

CD: So what was your duties on base when you were at Pearl Harbor? 
07:02 

GK: Well I was assigned to the squadron commanders gig, it was a 
fancy motor boat, and there were five of us, and we always stayed in 
the harbor because the boat was too big to be taken aboard the flag 
ship. So we stayed in the harbor all the time, it was a very good duty. 
Really the only time we had anything to do was when the squadron 
commander was in. Naturally we had to take him around the harbor. 
Other than that we just took care of the boat and...that was it. I was a 
seaman. We had four seamen and an engineer. And we lived on the 
boat. 07:59 


(Plane flew overhead so they’re going to pick up that line) 


CD: So what was your title and rank, and what were your duties? 


CD: Do you remember what your day was like on the sixth? 


(09:25) 

GK: Well the ship was out to sea, so it was just like any other day, we 
just...really didn’t have much to do except take care of the boat. And 
we got pretty well acquainted with a Japanese taxi cab driver. And he 
was supposed to come down, he saw us on the twenty...on the sixth, 
he came down to the boat landing, and told us he’d be down on the 
seventh, on the Sunday morning, to take us on a tour of the island. 
Well, of course that didn’t happen, we never saw him on that morning. 
In fact we only saw him once after that. But we were, we were pretty 
much on our own. 


CD: Could you walk us through what you saw and how events 
unfolded for you on the seventh? 


(Crew interrupts him w/technical problems) 


CD: So you were on the boat landing, 


GK: Yep 


CD: and the Utah was already over and you were starting to be 
strafed, could you pick up the story from there? 


GK: Well after the first wave of planes passed over us we...about all 
we could do is stand there in the open and watch what was going on. 
And we saw the USS Monahan, DD 354, and depth charge that two- 
man submarine that had gotten in the harbor, and blow it up. And we 
could see on down the harbor to where the Shaw blew up, it was quite 
a spectacle. We couldn’t actually see the Arizona because it was on 
the other side of Ford Island from where we were; of course we could 
see the smoke. And after, oh I don’t know, a half hour or so a couple 
of officers came down and requisitioned our boat to take them out to 
their ships, which were under way by then. So we tried to catch their 
ships, but they were going so fast we never did catch up with their 
ships. (14:44) And, well there was really nothing for us to do. We 
were unarmed. And...we just spend the day patrolling the harbor 
looking to see just what was going on, to see the damage, and it was 
quite a mess. 


CD: Did you...were you involved with saving anybody, or pulling 
anybody out of the water? 

(15:15) 

GK: No. Although I have heard other people say how many bodies they 
picked up out of the harbor. The only thing I did see, though I don’t 
doubt that there were a lot of bodies around the battleships. The only 
thing I did see was an arm...somebody’s arm floating in the water. 
And we had nothing more do except just wait for our ship to come in, 
which came in the next day. And when you see a movie, you see all the 
different shots put together. But when you’re actually there, there’s so 
much going on you can’t see it all at one time. You see various things, 
SO... 

(16:28) 

CD: Well you say you saw the Shaw blow up, could you describe what 
that looked like and sounded like? 


GK: Well there was so much noise going on that we couldn’t hear it 
any more than anything else. But a bomb hit the forward magazine, 
and it blew the whole bow off the ship, and it was quite a fireball. It 
must have been, oh maybe a, a mile down the channel from us, but it 
was quite spectacular. 

(17:10) 

CD: Now you say you also saw the dive bombers come in, and the 
torpedo planes fly in and drop torpedoes, could you describe what you 


CD: (Plane until 18:30) What’s the...where was the boat launched? 
Could you describe where your position was when you saw all of this? 


GK: Well the Pearl Harbor landing was a small point out in the harbor 
where the mine force and destroyers moored. It’s no longer there, I 
think the army took over that landing and made a supply dumb out of 
it now. But it projected out in the harbor a little bit so we had a pretty 
good view of the harbor on both sides of us. 


CD: When did you first become aware that this was a Japanese attack? 
(19:37) 

GK: When I saw the first plane come over it. It had the big red balls 
under the wings, and there was no mistaking what they were. And of 
course the government still tries to say that that was a complete 
surprise, but the navy, the government had known for years that the 
Japanese were building up their military, and they also knew that the 
Japanese had designs on hitting Pearl Harbor to wipe out the 
American fleet so they could expand their power in the far East. 


CD: Were you aware of any of these tensions going on? 


CD: It would be a real education. (22:44 Camera resets) So you 
knew immediately these were Japanese planes. 


GK: As soon as I saw the planes, yes. 


CD: Did you...what was the thought that went through your mind as 
soon as you realized what was going on? 


CD: Right, just not a good situation to have all your doors open, is it? 


GK: Yeah. 

CD: What’s the single ...the most memorable thing of that day to you? 
GK: Well I imagine when I first got on deck and looked around and 
saw what was going on. I was...well it was exciting, and rather 
confusing, you didn’t know what was going to happen next. 

CD: Were you involved with the recovery efforts, or salvage efforts? 
(25:25) 

GK: No, no. Not at all. 

CD: Did you lose any friend in this attack? 

GK: No, no. 


CD: As we...what do you think Pearl Harbor has come to mean to 
America; what is it’s lesson for us? 


GK: Well I think it was a good lesson that we should always be 
prepared to defend ourselves. Because...Japan is not the only country 
who was antagonistic towards us. We have some countries right now 


we’re gong to have to guard against. And we should not let our guard 
down. 


CD: There’s a lot of people that are going to go out to this memorial to 
learn...there’s going to be a lot of people who go out to the Arizona 
memorial to learn about the day that you experienced, and to pay 
respects to the people who lost their lives out there. As someone who 
saw that day, experienced that day, lived through it, what would you 
want them to take away from that experience? What would you tell 
them? (hold for plane) 

GK: Well as I said (still plane. Starts up again 27:36) Well as I said 
just to keep our national defense strong, because we all are always 
going to have people who want to take what we have. 

CD: Have you been back to the memorial ever? 

GK: A couple times, yes. 


CD: Could you share with us what you’re thinking when you’re out 
there, standing on... 


GK: Well when you’re standing in the memorial, you’re standing over 
the graves of about 1,100 men. And it’s,...rather an odd feeling. 


CD: When you think about that day in your life, how did that day 
change you? 


GK: Oh I don’t...think it changed me too much. I’m glad I survived. 
CD: Were you wounded at all during that day? 

GK: No as I say I was hit on the back of the leg with a little piece of 
shrapnel, and I picked it up, and took it home and mounted it ona 
little board and I still have it, heh. 

CD: Did you receive any awards or medals for that day? 


GK: No, no. 


END OF TAPE 


